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Westward Expansion and the Path to War   (Duration 3 - 4 Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. Controversial political polices during Andrew Jackson’s presidency. 
2. Second Great Awakening led to massive social reform and cultural movements in the United States.  
3. Manifest Destiny led to the expansion which ignited the slavery issue.  
4. Disputes over fugitive slaves and popular sovereignty.  
5. A series of controversial events heightened the sectional conflict that brought the nation to the brink of war. 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How did internal improvements help to bind the country together and expand westward? 
2. How did U.S. policies affect the indigenous people? 
3. Was the U.S. justified in going to war with Mexico? 
4. How did expansion lead to conflict and change? 
5. What were the social, political, and economic causes of the Civil War? 

Vocabulary • Louisiana Purchase 
• Indian Removal Act 
• Trail of Tears 
• Manifest Destiny 
• Sectionalism  
• Mexican War 
• Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
• Mexican Cession 
• Gadsden Purchase 
• Forty-niners 
• Free Soil Party 
• Compromise of 1850 
• Kansas-Nebraska Act 
• Missouri Compromise 
• Dred Scott Decision 
• Abolitionists- Fredrick Douglas 
• American System 

 
 



 
 

Higley Unified School District  AZ US History Grade 11 Revised Aug. 2015 

Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

 C5 PO1 (SS) Trace the growth of the American nation during the period of western expansion 
 

US & AZ History Resources 

 C5 PO2 

(PS)   Analyze how the following events affected the political transformation of the 
developing nation: 

• Jefferson’s Presidency 
• War of 1812 
• Jackson’s Presidency 

 

US & AZ History Resources 

 C5 PO3 
(PS)  Identify how economic incentives and geography influenced early American 
explorations  

US & AZ History Resources 

 C5 PO5 

(PS)   Describe the impact of the following aspects of the Industrial Revolution on the 
United States: 

• transportation improvements (e.g.,  railroads, canals, steamboats) 
• factory system manufacturing  
• urbanization  
• inventions (e.g., telegraph, cotton gin, interchangeable parts) 

 

*In both Quarter 2 and Quarter 3 
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Second Nine Weeks 

Civil War and Reconstruction  (Duration 4 – 6  Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. The Civil War brought about dramatic social, economic, and political changes in American society. 
2. Civil War is the first total war that wears down the confederacy. 
3. Congress opposed Lincoln’s and Johnson’s plans for Reconstruction and instead implemented its own plan to rebuild the South. 
4. Southern opposition to Radical Reconstruction, along with economic problems in the North, ended Reconstruction. 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. What compelled the South to secede from the Union?  
2. Why did Lincoln issue the Emancipation Proclamation? 
3. How did the Civil War answer the questions of state’s rights, nullification, slavery, and popular sovereignty?  
4. What were the failures and successes of Reconstruction? 

Vocabulary • Fort Sumter 
• Secession 
• Emancipation Proclamation 
• Gettysburg Address 
• 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments 
• Radical Republicans 
• Jim Crow laws 
• Black Codes 
• Freedman’s Bureau 

 
Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

 C6 PO1 (PS)   Explain the economic, social, and political causes of the Civil War US & AZ History Resources 

 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
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Arizona’s College and Career Readiness Standards 

Grade Cluster Standard Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Support Materials & 
Resources 

11 R  

• Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 

 
• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

The standard asks students to create a chain of 
causation which can be supported by details from the 
text.  When such a chain cannot be clearly built, 
students are to acknowledge that causation is not 
complete and clear 

US & AZ History Resources 

11 W  

• Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content 

 
• Introduce precise, 

knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), 

 
• distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization 
that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 

The standard asks students to evaluate a primary source 
noting how its structure reinforces its meaning. 
Students identify the parts of text and how they work 
together as a whole. They identify thesis statements, 
supporting details, and conclusions, as well as transition 
statements. They recognize the power of voice and 
diction in texts. 

US & AZ History Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
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reasons, and evidence. 
 

• Develop claim(s) and 
counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  
 

• Use words, phrases, and 
clauses as well as varied 
syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and 
evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 

• Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they 
are writing.  
 

• Provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows from or supports the 
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argument presented 
 

11 R  

• Evaluate authors’ differing 
points of view on the same 
historical event or issue by 
assessing the authors’ 
claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 

 
• Integrate and evaluate 

multiple sources of 
information presented in 
diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
as well as in words) in order 
to address a question or 
solve a problem. 

 
• Integrate information from 

diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, into 
a coherent understanding of 
an idea or event, noting 
discrepancies among 
sources. 

 

The standard requires the use of writing that is 
appropriate to a specific task, purpose, and audience. 

a. The standard requires the use of writing that is 
appropriate to a specific practical task and its audience. 

US & AZ History Resources 

11 W  

• Cite specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details 
to an understanding of the 

This standard addresses students developing and 
strengthening their writing through the writing process 
with a focus on purpose and audience 

US & AZ History Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
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text as a whole. 
 

• Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 

 
• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

   

• Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content 

 
• Introduce precise, 

knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), 

 
• distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization 
that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

 
• Develop claim(s) and 
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counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  

 

 


